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SCOPE OF THE AICPA LIBRARY OF RECORD
versus

THE LIBRARY OF THE PROFESSION

Background
Serving as the "Library of Record" is one of the key initiatives on which the AICPA Knowledge Center has
focused since 1999, following the recommendations of consultants from PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)
engaged in November 1998. Among the consultants' specific suggestions was to evaluate opportunities to
migrate what they referred to as "the archive" to a university.1
As authorized by the AICPA Foundation, an RFP was issued by AICPA in August 2000 to appropriate
universities for the donation and relocation of the "Library of the Profession"-as distinguished from the
"Library of Record"-to a university selected by the Foundation from those responding to the RFP.

Definition of the "AICPA Library of Record"

The Knowledge Management (KM) Team recommends that the "Library of Record" be retained by AICPA to
preserve the history of AICPA, for the benefit of its current and future members and staff.
The “AICPA Library of Record" is defined as follows:
• All authoritative literature promulgated by the AICPA and its antecedent organizations as originally
published and as subsequently compiled, plus any interpretive documents and implementation guides
issued by the Institute
• All other documents published by AICPA and its antecedents, whether solely or jointly with other
organizations, including but not limited to the CPA exam; committee handbooks; bylaws, rules of
conduct and ethics; AICPA newsletters and other periodicals; committee reports; papers; brochures;
etc.
• Any and all other unpublished documents (such as speeches or letters) prepared by AICPA or its
antecedents and cataloged in the collection of the AICPA library
• AICPA open meetings papers, comment letters, and annual meeting transcripts

To preserve the AICPA Library of Record, the Institute will retain two copies of all the above items,
except for the AICPA open meetings papers, comment letters, and Council meeting transcripts, which will be
retained exclusively by AICPA.
The AICPA open meetings papers, comment letters, and Council meeting transcripts have traditionally been
archived in the library and have never been part of the cataloged library collection, nor have they been
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permitted to circulate from the library. They exist in only one copy.
Definition of the "Library of the Accounting Profession"
The KM Team recommends that the "Library of the Profession", for purposes of its proposed donation to a
university, be defined as all materials in all media collected by the AICPA library since its founding in 1918,
other than the “AICPA Library of Record” as defined above.

The materials to be donated encompass but are not limited to the following fields:
• Accountancy profession: including @ education, @, career opportunities, women in accountancy, @
state and foreign societies of accountants
• Accounting: including principles and standards for @ Canada, U.K. and other foreign countries;
management accounting, financial accounting, cost accounting, government contracts accounting, @
government ©accounting @.
• Assurance services: including @ information integrity, @ foreign principles and standards, @ internal
auditing, management/operational auditing, EDP auditing @.
• Taxation: including @ estates and trusts; taxation of various businesses; corporate, individual and
fiduciary taxes; taxation in foreign countries; tax treaties @.
• Financial management and finance for corporations, @ government, small business
• [Business] planning @
• Investments and securities
• Marketing
• Pensions and employee benefits @
• Technology services, including computer software/information systems 2
The types of material (media) collected include but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accounting firm publications
Biographies, @ association histories
Conference proceedings
Dictionaries
Directories
Government publications
Indexes and bibliographies
Loose-leaf services
Major journals, other journals, newsletters, state society periodicals
Monographs
Non-print materials, including CD-ROMs, videos, microforms
Pamphlets
Staff training materials, including videos
Textbooks
Theses
Trade association publications
Yearbooks 3

The collection contained, at last count, 33,000 books and bound journals, and 93,000 cataloged pamphlets.4
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This count does not include unbound (single) periodical issues, many in multiple copies.
1 PricewaterhouseCoopers, Library/KM Workshop Summary and Recommendations, Nov. 23, 1998, slide 4.

2

Karen Hegge Neloms, AICPA Library Collection Development Policy, rev. ed., March 1999, p. 3.

3 Ibid., p. 5.

4 Center for Knowledge and Research Services (AICPA Library) Information Kit, 1999, p. 2.
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